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TRIPPING
THE LIGHT
FANTASTIC
Alois Ruf has done it again: he’s created two neo-classic masterpieces –
the ‘SCR 4.2’ and the ‘Ultimate’: we get the first dance
Words: Johnny Tipler Photos: Antony Fraser

P
repare to be amazed! We
visit the Ruf emporium of
finer sportscars once or twice
a year, and yet again he has
a couple of bombshells to

drop on us. Each radical in its own,
inimitable and innovative Ruf way. This
time it’s the SCR 4.2 – the Burnt Orange
car – and the French Blue car that’s
badged as the “Ultimate”.

Ruf introduced this pair at the Geneva
Salon earlier in the year, and it’s taken six
months’ fine-tuning to hone them to
perfection. It’s been fairly clear that Alois
Ruf has espoused the period look over
the past couple of years – the “Hippie
917” graphics on the CTR-3, the four-
cylinder 911-based engine in his 356, and
the 911 Carrera RSR replica are three
standout examples, and now the pair we
have at our disposal today present
themselves overtly as 964 generation
cars. The ratio of new-to-old Rufs is
manifest in a tour of the main workshop,

which reveals six ‘classic’ 911s and just
three modern creations, mostly in service
or under construction for customers. And
sure, over the road is Ruf’s Porsche
franchise and service bay, along with
classic restoration facility and machine
shop: some of everything. But Alois does
not do things by half, and the spec of the
SCR and the Ultimate leave me jaw-
dropped. Here’s what’s new:

The SCR 4.2 is finished in burnt
orange, and it’s a very special package
because although it resembles a 964 it’s
actually based on a 993, featuring the
multi-link rear axle and suspension. ‘We
wanted the most modern rear axle found
on an air-cooled 911,’ says Alois’s son
Marcel. It’s not that they then clad the
993 shell in un-guttered 964 panelling –
all classic Ruf bodies are smoothed off
like that – it’s that the total wheelbase is
increased by 7 centimetres. That’s by 2
centimetres on the front axle, and 5cm on
the back. But the total length of the car

stays the same, so it’s the wheelarches
that have shifted in the bodyshell by that
much in each direction, forward and
backwards, and that of course means the
distance from bumper to wheelarch is
less. The internal cabin dimensions don’t
alter – the extra wheelbase doesn’t gain
any more room in the footwells. Those
sumptuous bulging wheelarches are
hand-beaten and hand-welded, and are
rather broader than those on the Ultimate,
due to a slightly wider track. They house
five-spoke 19in Ruf alloys, wearing
Michelin Pilot Cup 2 tyres, 285/30 back,
and 245/35 front. The SCR’s extended
wheelbase is only discernible when the
two cars (or a standard 964) are standing
next to each other. Ruf believes that the
extended wheelbase brings better stability
for high-speed driving – ‘the main reason
we did this was to have the same
wheelbase as a 996 or 997, to give more
stability at high speed than the 964 or
993, which can seem a little choppy.’ And
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there’s a perfectly good reason for that
because of what they’ve done with the
SCR’s powertrain. Wait for it: they have
installed a liquid-cooled, normally-aspirated
4.2-litre, 525bhp 997 Mezger engine,
driving through a six-speed manual
transmission... Put simplistically, they’ve
turned an air-cooled 993 into a GT3 kettle,
and presented it as a 964. The fundamental
reason they didn't add turbos is simply
down to space for the radiators – there just
isn’t room for intercoolers (though you can
bet they’ll eventually find a way, just like
they did with accommodating batteries in
the electric Greenster). The radiators are
behind the 964-style front panel and the
central air inlet, and in fact the entire water
cooling system passes through the whole
car, because there was no other possibility
than to use the front panel for the radiators;
so all the cables and coolant tubes pass
through the car, while the central section of
the front bumper is an air intake as well as
the two ducts to supply cooling air. The

slats in the rear valances of both cars
dissipate the hot air. It’s all very impressive.
As Marcel says, ‘the rabbit is out of the
hat now!’

The SCR’s doors, front wings and front
lid are in carbon-fibre and the rest of the
bodyshell is steel. Whilst the immediate

impression is that of a 964-derived car, in
the cabin the dash and gauges are the only
broad references to that model. Marcel
describes the spec: ‘For the SCR 4.2 we
made everything as modern as possible, so
for the rear axle we took the 993 multi-link,
and in the front we retained the regular
MacPherson wishbones as fitted on the 964

or 993, incorporating the package that
we’ve developed with Bilstein, with our own
springs and shock absorbers that have
been spec’d for this car. The six-speed
manual gearbox and rear-wheel drive
incorporates a very strong differential so the
traction goes the right way. The rest of the

car is classic Ruf, with the integrated
mirrors, rain gutters deleted, and the
integrated roll cage within the cabin, though
for most of the interior we have been very
restrictive: the cars have no door pockets,
just carbon-fibre plates; there’s no radio,
though we do have air-con, which is a
minimum feature that everybody wants

Unveiling the secrets
of the ‘Ultimate’s’
engine bay, with SCR
in background. And
what are they? Well
it’s the most powerful
air-cooled engine that
Ruf has ever built,
with 590bhp from
3.6-litres and twin
turbos

Hints of the
legendary
‘Yellowbird’
abound, so
perhaps ‘Bluebird’
would have been
appropriate.
‘Ultimate’ name
derives from a
964-based car Ruf
built for an
American
customer in the
mid-’90s. It was, at
the time, the
‘Ultimate’ Ruf
creation

Right: Carbon
abounds. ‘Ultimate’
badge is presumably
a temporary accolade
relevant until the
next ‘Ultimate’ moves
the game on yet again

It’s taken six-months’
fine-tuning to hone the

pair to perfection ”“

today.’ The SCR dash sports typical Ruf
instruments, black background with green
dials, and the distinctive Ruf steering
wheel, aluminium pedals, lightweight
carbon door panels with RS-style door
pulls and still offers electric windows and
mirrors. Closing the doors on both cars,
they feel infinitely light. The carbon
applications are carried through on the
dashboard, the handbrake and shift lever.
The back seats are absent because the
rigid bucket seats deny access to the rear
cabin, where a removable cross bar
creates additional torsional rigidity. The
carpeting is Ruf-monogrammed, as are
the kick-plates on the door openings. The
bucket seats are carbon-fibre for minimum
weight, but very well padded and
upholstered in a hound’s tooth wool check
pattern. ‘You can choose to spec the
interior as you wish; you can have more
luxury, but these two cars are now
absolutely down to the minimum to reduce
the weight.’

If the SCR 4.2 takes the classic 911 into
another realm in terms of its wheelbase
philosophy and selected powertrain, the
Ultimate goes off at another tangent,
manifest as the most extreme incarnation
of a 911. I would say, ‘Singer, eat your
heart out,’ but that’s another world, too. If
there’s any similarity between Ruf and
Singer it’s the espousal and enhancement
of classic 911 imagery, and of course Alois
is steeped in that, having grown up in his
father’s Pfaffenhausen Porsche garage
since the 1950s. Marcel elucidates: ‘for
the past three years we’ve had this
increasing demand from our customers for
air-cooled cars and for the classical
silhouette of a compact 911. People
always love the overall shape of the 964; if

you talk to people who are not that into
Porsche but heard of it, they usually say
that’s the typical Porsche with the stand-
up lights, and here you have the most
expressive shapes in a car body, because
after the 964 everything was more
rounded up and flattened off. And today’s
911 is such a huge grand touring car that
you can’t really have the same fun of
driving it on a small road as you can with
a classic 911. Trackdays are something
else, but you drive it on the road 99 per
cent of the time and you want to enjoy it
on the road at the weekend, so the
demand really is there for the classic
shape and size of the air-cooled 911. Then
on the other hand, more performance
technology is also appealing, so that’s the
reason why we created the Ultimate.’

Yes, it is badged as that, and there’s a
neat Ultimate logo where the rear seat
backs would go. But let’s get that arch
name out of the way first; the Ultimate is
named after a one-off 964-based Ruf car
built in the mid-’90s for an American
customer, called the Ultimate back then
because it contained Ruf’s optimised
technology of that time – it was, says
Alois, ‘the best performing 964 Turbo we’d
ever built, so we took that name because
it represents the tradition of optimising the
964 with today’s technology.’ Does it live
up to the promise?

The Ultimate delivers the most
performance available from an air-cooled
911, as far as the engine is concerned, in
the time-honoured Ruf practice of
attaching a pair of big turbochargers and
appropriate intercoolers, developing
590bhp from the 3.6-litre flat-six. ‘That’s
the most powerful air cooled turbo engine
we’ve ever built,’ Marcel tells me. Hauling

that to a standstill are carbon-ceramic
brakes, which are also new for Ruf’s road-
going ‘964’. The inverted commas are
deliberate, because although it resembles
a 964, it’s created from something totally
new: the entire chassis frame is a
complete carbon-fibre skeleton, clad with
carbon-fibre skin. The dimensions exactly
copy those of the steel 964, yet all the
exterior panels are in carbon, saving 100
kilos. The mould consisting of windscreen
frame, roof, rear side-wings and floor
areas hangs from the bodyshop ceiling as
if captured in an invisible cobweb. This
monocoque assemblage weighs just 11
kilos whereas, by comparison, the steel
964 equivalent is 65 kilos, so there’s a
saving of 50 kilos. You see where this is
going: lightweight body and massive
power. There’s a slight compromise on the
weight saving, centred partly on Ruf’s
typical integrated roll cage, something
that’s installed and upholstered within
every Ruf, weighing 8 kilos, so the
Ultimate bodyshell weighs 19 kilos instead
of 65kg, and that’s an incredible reduction.
Adding doors, front wings, front and rear
lids in carbon-fibre knocks a total of 100
kilos off the regular car’s overall weight, so
the Ultimate Ruf tips the scales at an
uncanny 1250 kilos. And given 590bhp,
rear-drive, six-speed manual transmission,
Ruf five-spoke 18in alloy wheels shod with
Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 tyres, 285/30
back, and 225/40 front, there’s a spec to
be reckoned with. They deliberately
avoided four-wheel drive, as they didn’t
want to spoil the lightweight coefficient.
‘The light weight gives you better
acceleration and deceleration, and we
want to look after the handling by not
putting those extra 50 or 60 kilos in the
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nose with a front differential. So we think
that’s the ultimate you can do on a 964
base frame.’ As for the ceramic brakes with
their Ruf six-pot calipers (380mm) front and
four caliper rears (350mm), there was a
perfectly logical reason for developing
them: ‘Now we have 590bhp with the
Ultimate and 530bhp with the SCR, with a
potential top speed of 340kph or 212mph,
we decided to make a ceramic brake
system that fits these two models but which
also serves 964s and 993s running 18in
and 19in wheels, and that’s also why we
don’t go too big with wheel sizes, because
things also get out of proportion as well. A
very light car with oversized ceramic brakes
will have a loss of feeling – it’s just on-and-
off, and you can’t really adjust it; you need
something in between so it feels more
gradual. Some people are requesting 410
millimetre discs since that’s what the new
Porsches have, but it’s just too much,
because these cars are 400 kilos less than
the 991 Turbo. These brakes are basically

the same as we use on the CTR-3, and
they are larger than such a light car actually
needs, but you can control the pedal
pressure much better. And it also has ABS
8.0 as backup.’ Not exactly tinkering, is it?

Within the cabin we find the carbon door
liners, Ruf sports wheel, with crossbar

brace across the rear. The inner portions of
the Ultimate’s bucket seats are upholstered
in chequered fabric that contorts in a
psychedelic twist with different sized check
and are reassuringly body-hugging, whilst
also designed with separate cushions to
allow five-point race harnesses. The dash
top and A-posts are clad in Alcantara and

the ceiling is bare carbon, and there are
matching blue RS door pulls with blue
stitching.

We’re accustomed to fresh installations
and concepts at Pfaffenhausen, though for
the moment that doesn't include a carbon-
fibre lab. Ruf subcontracts the carbon-fibre

work, partly because a fabricator needs to
have the machine running constantly, and
they don’t want to invite external orders for
the time being. To make the Ultimate body-
chassis they’ve struck up a partnership with
a northern Italian manufacturer whose main
activity is producing BMW series production
parts like the M3 roof in carbon-fibre, so

You can’t beat
Porsche’s Riviera
Blue. Ultimate is
based on the 964.
Whole of the rear
section – wings and
entire roof and A-
pillars – is made
from carbon-fibre.
A ceramic brake
package has been
created for both cars,
which will also serve
964s and 993s
running on 18in
wheels

Interior retains much
in the way of comfort.
Alcantara trim
features extensively.
Familiar Ruf
chequered fabric
contorts in a
psychedelic twist

Now we have 590bhp
with the Ultimate and
530bhp with the SCR ”“
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quality is top-notch.
It’s easy to imagine Alois and Marcel and

their designer and engineers sitting around
a table bouncing ideas off one another, but
the bottom line is that much of the product
is customer driven. Marcel explains: ‘the
clear demand from our client base was, “we
want carbon-fibre, it saves weight and it’s
up to date technology.” We brought those
messages together and made a new
package to satisfy all those demands.’ And
although the Ultimate takes it to the stars
with its unprecedented body-chassis, it is
driven by a typical Ruf air-cooled turbo
powertrain, whereas the SCR is more
fundamentally innovative in offering a
modern driveline and running gear in a
traditional bodyshell. ‘That was the next
step, to see how we could bring together
the higher performance and, let’s say, more
convenient water-cooled technology,
because air-cooled cars always have their
downsides, so that’s the reason why we

wanted to stay with the reliable 993 chassis
but combine it with the last evolution of the
normally-aspirated water-cooled Mezger
flat-six engine.’ The Ultimate has its own
VIN number and is probably the harbinger
of more similar models. Type approval
regulations govern what manufacturers can
produce and sell, and Ruf is a manufacturer
in its own right. And since obtaining type
approval generally means water-cooled
engines, that is the way forward, in
whatever guise.

‘These two are our demonstration cars,
and they represent the fruits of all the
knowledge that we’ve gained over the years,
decades, and that’s also what makes us
unique. We are still experimenting with the
SCR, because we are still improving and
integrating the two electronic worlds – the
water-cooled 997 electronics and the 993’s
20-year-old electronics – which works fine,
because we have our own computer in
between that’s translating the signals back

and forth, but we still have to refine some
settings to really bring it to every day
usability. It’s a big piece of development,
because when you stretch a wheelbase then
you really get into the real bare metal of the
car. The Ultimate will probably be for sale
next year, but we had to build it with the
carbon-fibre skin so we knew how to do it,
see how to mount the carbon-fibre to the roll
cage with glue and rivets, and this is the first
car with that technology, and then we
needed to do the testing, to put kilometres
on the car, and the orders are there, so we’ll
build the first cars this coming winter.’

Will they suit your budget? The Ultimate
will cost €480,000 euros and the SCR 4.2
€430,000. ‘When you talk about spending
between €400- and €500,000 euros on a car,
you have to look at what’s comparable, and
then the exclusivity, and what is the real
unique package, and then you can see that
we’re no more expensive than other brands
in our segment. We’re talking about 10 cars
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Now here’s a neat
trick. This is clearly
not an air-cooled
engine residing in
what is clearly an air-
cooled bodyshell. No,
it’s a 4.2-litre water
cooled Mezger unit
developed from a 997
motor, and
developing 430bhp.
Impressive, as was
the task of fitting all
the associated
radiators, etc

a year for one model, and we really do
have the customer base that is craving cars
like these.’ When Ruf unveiled the cars at
Geneva it was the ardent cognoscenti who
visited the stand to discuss them. ‘No one
really knew what they were as they look
like a 20-year-old car, though the
connoisseurs were intrigued, because at
Geneva we couldn’t say too much.’

There’s always a feel-good factor about
visiting Ruf; a kind of mutual admiration
society thing where we’re warmly
welcomed by all the staff and family, and
what we do is genuinely appreciated, and
of course it works both ways. The icing on
the cake is driving the cars, and that time
has arrived: I’m at the wheel of the SCR
4.2. Fabulous seating position, and I’m
fairly close to the wheel – the chequer
pattern is reflected in the shiny carbon door
panel. It’s a booming exhaust note, and the
car feels light and eager on take-off.
Initially it does feel like the 993 donor –
albeit an RS version – and its longer
wheelbase is not detectable in a straight
line. It’s a fairly stiff clutch, and I feel I’m
reaching top gear in the six-speed ’box
thanks to the instant power delivery and
lightness. I wind it round to 4500rpm and it
really does start to go. Changing gear, the
revs drop imperceptively between each
shift. It’s a linear power delivery, a vast
surge of pace and speed that’s difficult to
comprehend when all my senses are
focused on the road ahead and how the
car is gobbling up the Tarmac as the
horizon rushes up to meet me and the
scenery hurtles by on either side in a blur.
It’ll go all the way to 200mph (322kph),
given unrestricted Autobahn. Meanwhile,
I’m enjoying its very fine handling, and I’m
sensing the longer wheelbase in cornering,
maybe not as intuitive as a 964, though it
is totally sure-footed. Small wonder, given

the enormity of the tyre package, evoking
an RS-like image that strikes me as I
glance in the mirror at the other car
following behind. The SCR is extremely
powerful, and I am inclined to liken it to a
997 GT3 in that respect; does it feel like a
964? Not surprisingly, there’s an ambiguity
about the controls – the dash, gauges and
seating posture tell me that that’s what I’m
driving, while what I’m feeling are the
sensations of controlling and riding in a
modern, high-revving 997.

I switch to the more track-focused
bucket seat of the Ultimate and something

as subtle as the seat height immediately
tells me this is the more aggressive of the
two. The hardest thing to get used to is the
clutch pedal – my foot comes back quite a
way before it bites, and I learn later that it’s
a semi-competition clutch, fitted because
so much torque (720Nm) passes through
the rear-drive transmission. Originally they
also tried a single mass flywheel but it was
abandoned in favour of the dual mass
flywheel. I also feel the subtle difference
between the gearshift of the two cars: the
Ultimate’s is a mechanical rod linkage
whereas the SCR’s is a cable linkage.

The noise it emits at low revs reminds
me of a didgeridoo, but above 4000rpm it is
positively roaring. The acceleration from the
Ultimate’s twin-turbo air-cooled flat-six is
dynamic, and the way it takes off and the
power comes in is quite amazing. It’s as if
the whole car envelops me and catapults

me forward; I become part of the whole
package. It’s capable of 210mph (339kph)
and I don't doubt it would do that on the
Autobahn. Steering-wise, it feels more
familiar in a 964 or 993 context than the
long-wheelbase SCR, though that in itself
makes the SCR more intriguing. There’s a
real surge of power, overwhelming when
my senses try to tell me I’m in a 964 –
apart from the air-con, which, on the hottest
day of the year is working absolutely fine,
which it probably wouldn’t be in a regular
964. Is Ultimate too much of an
overstatement? At this point in time, no; it

certainly is radical. But you just know that,
even as we speak, Ruf is aiming to set the
bar higher in the Ultimate challenge.

One or the other? The main character-
defining difference between the two cars is
the powertrain – air versus water – as well
as structurally and dynamically. The blue
car is the ultimate hooligan and yet the
driver is part of that wild package, while the
orange car provides the more civilised
experience of the two. Both exude quite
different personalities, but there’s no
mistaking their purpose: they are out-and-
out sports cars, grand touring with very
much a sporting edge, so that they are like
over-excited 964s.

The Ultimate is the full-on machine, but
the SCR 4.2 is the relatively more
comfortable laid-back of the two. And that’s
precisely what Ruf was aiming to achieve.
Dance on.

Opposite page: The
SCR 4.2 is full of
illusion and
contradiction. It
looks like a 964, yet
it’s based on a 993. It
looks air-cooled, but
it’s water-cooled. Its
wheelbase is the
same as a 996/997
for extra stability.
Right: The 964 style
front panel hides the
radiators

RUF’S
KENT
AGENT
As part of its
expanding global
network, in July
this year Ruf
opened a UK office
in partnership
with Kent-based
father-and-son
firm Richard and
Mark Sekula. They
are founders of
TheCarSpy.Net, a
brokerage
specialising in
sourcing luxury
vehicles and
supercars, so are
well qualified to
promote the Ruf
brand. 'We are
familiar with Ruf's
engineering
principles and
ethos,' says Mark,
'and the UK holds
tremendous
potential for RUF
cars. Our task is to
establish a sound
base for both pre-
and post-sales
support for
customers in this
country.'

The noise it emits at
low revs reminds me of

a didgeridoo ”“
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ALOIS RUF SPEAKS:
HEART AND SOUL
The cars we’ve been out in today are what
Alois Ruf calls ‘neo-classics’. It’s a direction
that Ruf has been steadily going in over the
last two years. ‘Ruf is about building cars that
win your heart,’ he says. ‘Not necessarily on
the Nordschleife, though if it does that too,
that’s also good. When you drive one of our
cars you want to feel good and your pulse rate
goes up. You want to feel that the cabin, the
size of the glasshouse, everything that’s around
you must feel the right size. We are talking
about a car design that’s over 50 years old, and
it’s the only sports car in the world that doesn't
look out-dated: it cannot look out-dated, it
stays that way forever. That’s the beauty of it,
and that’s why we want to perpetuate that
design. The hunger for the older cars is a
reaction to the new cars that Porsche is
designing today; people hark back to the car
that their father or their grandfather drove –
the new generation is probably familiar with
the 964 – and it’s triggering a desire for the
classic models and they want to have that
experience.’

‘The Ultimate is from the underwear of the
964, and the SCR is from the underwear of the
993. Then we made those radical changes,

which in one case is the carbon-fibre chassis
frame and the other, we extended the chassis
by 2cm at the front and 5cm at the rear. But
the overall dimensions of the glasshouse are
still the same, only the position of the wheels
has changed. It was a lot of measuring and
playing on the drawing board and the
workshop to achieve that and to do it so people
wouldn't notice that until you put the two cars
together side-by-side – and even then you have
to tell them. That is the wheelbase of the 996,
997, and that was the first increase of the 911

wheelbase
since 1969 when they moved the trailing arms
by 5cm, and that wheelbase stayed the same
until the end of the air-cooled cars. Both of
these cars are steps in the direction where we
are trying to apply modern technology,
materials and components in the construction
to provide for the future of the car. It’s never
going to be mass-produced, it will always be
something for the connoisseur. We have to
meet European type approval, Euro 5 and 6,

and for that reason we need a water-cooled
engine because that’s the only one that meets
those regulations.’ That’s typical of his forward
thinking. Restless Ruf.

‘The 997 is an excellent car from the
performance aspect, and it was a great
improvement over the early 911s which were
nervous and you always had to correct the
steering, though with the 964, 993, new
suspension parts cured that tendency. So we
thought if we adopt the same wheelbase as the
996, 997, that is plenty and we don't need to

go more; the 991 was
extended even more and that’s why it has rear-
wheel steering – a great invention, but if you
don’t extend the wheelbase you don't need
that. We just want to keep the car as simple as
possible, not too many electronic gimmicks –
the more electronics you put in the less soul
the car has. And a car needs to have a soul.’
The two new Ruf models have that in
abundance.CONTACT

Estonia Ruf
Email: info@ruf-
automobile.de
Tel: +49 8265
911911
Web: ruf -
automobile.de

Mark Sekula
RUF Automobile
UK
85 High Street
Tunbridge Wells
Kent TN1 1XP

Tel: +44(0) 1892
506911
Web: ruf
automobile.
co.uk

Thanks to DFDS
Seaways for the
Premier Lounge
channel crossing:
dfds
seaways.co.uk

People hark back to the
car their father drove ”“

Seemingly identical,
save for the vibrant
colours, but they
couldn’t be more
different. It’s amazing
what a bodyshell is
capable of concealing.
Below: The return of
Pasha! Alois Ruf, ever
the innovator
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